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even persuading his 
employers to arrange his runs so that he 
could teach a Sunday-school class. 

His first job was to tame a gang of 
“river rats,’ who made their annual 
break into the Sunday-school just before 
Christmas. Himebaugh did this job so 
well, and the work appealed to him so 
strangely, that when he moved later to 
Peoria Heights, Illinois, he walked into 
the Sunday-school and asked if he could 
try his luck with a class of boys. 

“You can if you go out and get them,” 
was the challenging reply. : 

He did this so successfully that before’ 
long his class was larger than all the regt 
of the school put together. j 

Later, he left the street-car company 
and worked ten hours a day in a machine 
shop, so that he could put in his evenings 
gathering recruits for the Sunday-schooh, 
Finally, he gave up his job altogether, and > 
“went into home missionary work. 

When a call came to take charge of 
Sunday-school work in a large district in 
South Dakota, he went there and organ- 
ized fifty schools in two years. Fourteen 
churches grew out of these schools. 

At the end of those two years the 
Presbyterian Board of Sabbath-school 
Work gave him the whole state of Arizona 
as his field. And for sixteen years he has 
gone up and down and across its thirteen 
thousand square miles, living a life of 
hardship and privation but carrying 
always the flaming torch of unquenchable 
en“husiasm. 

He goes from one little schoolhouse to 
another, asking how many of the children 
attend Sunday-school. At one place, near 
Phoenix, out of twenty-six children, not 
one raised a hand in response to his 
question. But when he asked how many 


and want one, 
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Delays and accidents are all in the day 
work to a man who travels one to two 


Ss 
thousand miles every month by burro or 
horseback, by 
bile. The upper picture shows Mr. 
liam D. Himebaugh just after an accident 
from which he escaped unhurt, but with 
a worthless car and the prospect of a 
long walk. Wherever a_ schoolhouse 
stands, this tireless missionary has found 
his opportunity. 
whether it be a brown adobe hut out in 
the sage brush, or the little shack within 
earshot of a gambling alley, or the up- 
to-date brick school in the midst of 
prosperous ranches. If there are chil- 
dren there who have no Sunday-school 
that is enough for him 


train or battered automo- - 
Wil-/ 


It makes no difference - 


will hear them until 

my hair is as gray as 
itis red to-day. But I have yet to find 
a better way of getting them than just 
going after them.” 

Wherever a schoolhouse stands, Hime- 
baugh has found his opportunity.. It 
makes no difference whether the school- 
house be a brown adobe hut out in the 
sage brush, set off by red buttes and dis- 
tant blue mountains, or the little shack 
within earshot of saloon row or gambling 
alley—now a thing of the past—or the 
up-to-date brick school in the midst of 
prosperous ranches. 

When invited to bring her children to 
Sunday-school, one mother of eight 
young hopefuls pleaded that Johnny had 
no coat, and Willie had no shoes, and so on 
down the line. She added that, even 
though they could go without proper 
clothing, their wagon was not big enough 
to carry the whole family at one time. 
‘But Himebaugh made his little car serve 
as a\chariot, and Sunday morning saw it 
bulging with youngsters—a_ veritable 
Sunday-school on wheels. ; 

Once an ugly resident drew a revolver 
on/him at the mere mention of Sunday- 
school and then went-about town boasting 


Avhat he would do to the preacher. Of 


course the schoolhouse was packed to see 


— 


the fun; but the missionary, blissfully 


ignorant, preached as never before, and 
the “braggart”’ slunk home in silence. 
More often there was only a handful of 
people. At Winkelman there were so few 
that they laughed at him, but after a 
struggle of two years a two-hundred-and- 
fifty-dollar frame building took shape, and 
Himebaugh himself helped to build it. A 
few weeks later a severe wind storm swept 
over, and the church went down before it. 
Now, however, a three-thousand-dollar 
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A Sky Pilot of the Desert | 


HEN William D. Hime- 

baugh was past thirty, he 

was a street-car conductor 

in Terre Haute, Indiana. 

One day a minister, who 
was getting on Himebaugh’s car, asked 
him to come to church, and told him that 
one Sunday in every three months was 
set aside to receive new members. 

The conductor dismissed the matter 
from his mind, for Sunday was a work day 
with him, like every other day. But one 
evening he happened to be passing the 
cordial preacher’s church just at the 
close of prayer meeting, and he stepped 


inside. The pastor 
recognized him and 
asked him if he 


wouldn’t join the 
church the following 
Sunday. 

** Sundays are un- 
certain with me,” 
said Himebaugh. 
““Why not to- 
night?” 

The result was 
that not only Hime- 
baugh, but sixteen 
others joined then 
and there. 

From that time 
the car conductor 
threw himself into 
religious activity 
with all his heart, i 
even persuading his 
employers to arrange his runs so that he 
could teach a Sunday-school class. 

His first job was to tame a gang of 
“river rats,’ who made their annual 
break into the Sunday-school just before 
Christmas. Himebaugh did this job so 
well, and the work appealed to him so 
strangely, that when he moved later to 
Peoria Heights, Illinois, he walked into 
the Sunday-school and asked if he could 
try his luck with a class of boys. 

“You can if you go out and get them, 
was the challenging reply. 

He did this so successfully that befor 
long his class was larger than all the re 
of the school put together. 

Later, he left the street-car company 
and worked ten hours a day in a machihe 
shop, so that he could put in his evening: 
gathering recruits for the Sunday-schooh 
Finally, he gave up his job altogether, and 


> 


‘went into home missionary work. 


When a call came to take charge of 
Sunday-school work in a large district in 
South Dakota, he went there and organ- 
ized fifty schools in two years. Fourteen 
churches grew out of these schools. 

At the end of those two years the 
Presbyterian Board of Sabbath-school 
Work gave him the whole state of Arizona 
as his field. And for sixteen years he has 
gone up and down and across its thirteen 
thousand square miles, living a life of 
hardship and privation but carrying 
always the flaming torch of unquenchable 
en“ husiasm. 

He goes from one little schoolhouse to 
another, asking how many of the children 
attend Sunday-school. At one place, near 
Phoenix, out of twenty-six children, not 
one raised a hand in response to his 
question. But when he asked how many 


\ 
\ 


would go to Sunday-school if they-could; 
every hand shot up.—__ 

He trayels-from one to two thousand 
miles €évery month, by burro or horseback, 


by train or battered automobile, of ter 
\sleeping on piles of cow hides, or on stofe 


counters, on the floor of a schoolhousé, or 
on a bed of rags in some Mexican Kut. 
Roughly estimated, about one fourth 
of Arizona’s school children are Mexicans 
and about one tenth aré Americans. 
Moreover, less than half6f the remaining 
fifty-one thousand boys4nd girls arein any 
Protestant Sunday-s¢hool. This will give 
an idea of the size’ of Himebaugh’s job. 


4 


Delays and accidents are all in the day’s 
work to a man who travels one to two 
thousand miles every month by burro or 
horseback, by train or battered automo- 


bile. The upper picture shows Mr. Wil-~ 


liam D. Himebauégh just after an accident 
from which he escaped unhurt, but with 
a worthless car and the prospect of a 
long walk. Wherever a_ schoolhouse 
stands, this tireless missionary has found 
his opportunity. It makes no difference 
whether it be a brown adobe hut out in 
the sage brush, or the little shack within 
earshot of a gambling alley, or the up- 
to-date brick school in the midst of 
prosperous ranches. If there are chil- 
dren there who have no Sunday-school 
and want one, that is enough for him 


If Sundays came twice as often, and : 
Sunday-schools with them, the indefati- 
gable missionary might make the“‘rounds 

/of his frontier parish once a year. But he 


/ must, instead, stretch his Sabbaths to ‘ 


cover as many points as possible and 
make all distance merely an obstacle to be 
overcome. 

Here is a sample of a record-breaking 
Sunday journey made in a little automo- 
bile: From Casa Grande to Signal Peak 
by 10:30 A. M., 10 miles; to Selma by noon, 
15 miles; to Picachio by 2:30, 10 miles 
(lunch en route 4:30); to Sacaton by 6 P. 
M., 36 miles. Up at 4 a.m., Monday, to 
reach Phoenix, 43 
miles, for a full day’s 
work at home. 

In preparation for 
this Sunday work, 
Himebaugh had to 
put in two hard 
days over the same 
ground in arranging 
for the meetings. 
This meant going 
from house to house 
and presenting his 
case. 

“T have heard 
Sunday-school con- 
ventions ‘discuss 
methods of reach- 
ing the people,”’ said 
fe aes eee eee 


ae UUiggsiy Ahtuts - 
will hear them until 
my hair is as gray as 
it is red to-day. But I have yet to find 
a better way of getting them than just 
going after them.” Res 

Wherever a schoolhouse stands, Hime- 
baugh has found his opportunity.. It 
makes no difference whether the school- 
house be a brown adobe hut out in the 
sage brush, set off by red buttes and dis- 
tant blue mountains, or the little shack 
within earshot of saloon row or gambling . 
alley—now a thing of the past—or the 
up-to-date brick school in the midst of 
prosperous ranches. 

When invited to bring her children to 
Sunday-school, one mother of eight 
young hopefuls pleaded that Johnny had 
no coat, and Willie had no shoes, and so on 
down the line. She added that, even 
though they could go without proper 
clothing, their wagon was not big enough 
to carry the whole family at one time. 

But Himebaugh made his little car serve 
as a\chariot, and Sunday morning saw it 
bulgi with youngsters—a_ veritable 
Sunday-school on wheels. : 

Once an ugly resident drew a revolver 
on/iim at the mere mention of Sunday- 
school and then went-about town boasting 
Avhat he would do to the preacher. Of \ 
“ coursethe schoolhouse was packed to see / 
—the fun; but the missionary, blissfully 

ignorant, preached as never before, and 

the “braggart”’ slunk home in silence. 

More often there was only a handful of 
people. At Winkelman there were so few 
that they laughed at him, but after a 
struggle of two years a two-hundred-and- 
fifty-dollar frame building took shape, and 
Himebaugh himself helped to build it. A 
few weeks later a severe wind storm swept 
over, and the church went down before it. 
Now, however, a three-thousand-dollar 
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A Sky Pilot of the Desert 


HEN William D. Hime- 

baugh was past thirty, he 

was a street-car conductor 

in Terre Haute, Indiana. 

One day a minister, who 
was getting on Himebaugh’s car, asked 
him to come to church, and told him that 
one Sunday in every three months was 
set aside to receive new members. 

The conductor dismissed the matter 
from his mind, for Sunday was a work day 
with him, like every other day. But one 
evening he happened to be passing the 
cordial preacher’s church just at the 
close of prayer meeting, and he stepped 


inside. The pastor 
recognized him and 
asked him if he 


wouldn’t join the 
church the following 
Sunday. 

“Sundays ate un- 
certain with me,” 
said Himebaugh. 
Why not to- 
night?” 

The result was 
that not only Hime- 
baugh, but sixteen 
others joined then 
and there. 

From that time 
the car conductor 
threw himself into 


ed eee hen 2 ae PP oa) — RRR S ay 


would go to Sunday-school if they-could; 


every hand shot up.- 

He travels from one to two thousand 
miles évery month, by burro or horseback, 
by train or battered automobile, 


counters, on the floor of a schoolhousé, or 
on a bed of rags in some Mexican hut. 
Roughly estimated, about ore fourth 
of Arizona’s school children are Mexicans 
and about one tenth aré Americans. 
Moreover, less than half6f the remaining 
fifty-one thousand boys4nd girls are in any 
Protestant Sunday-sehool. This will give 
an idea of the size’ of Himebaugh’s job. 


| often” 
sleeping on piles of cow hides, or on stofe 


_If Sundays came twice as often, and 
Sunday-schools with them, the indefati- 
gable missionary might make the“rounds” 


/of his frontier parish once a year. But he 


must, instead, stretch his Sabbaths to 
cover as many points as possible and 
make all distance merely an obstacle to be 
overcome. 

Here is a sample of a record-breaking 
Sunday journey made in a little automo- 
bile: From Casa Grande to Signal Peak 
by 10:30 a. M., 10 miles; to Selma by noon, 
15 miles; to Picachio by 2:30, 10 miles 
(lunch en route 4:30); to Sacaton by 6 p. 
M., 36 miles. Up at 4 a.m., Monday, to 
reach Phoenix, 43 
miles, for a full day’s 
work at home. 

In preparation for 
this Sunday work, 
Himebaugh had to 
put in two hard 
days over the same 
ground in arranging 
for the meetings. 
This meant going 
from house to house 
and presenting his 
case. 

“TIT have heard 
Sunday-school con- 
ventions discuss 
methods of reach- 
ing the people,” said 
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